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ASHKIRAN 
MISSION & VISION

Mission
To address crises such as domestic violence, sexual assault, human trafficking in

the foreign-born and other underserved communities, by offering culturally
sensitive services and providing education to enhance understanding of cultural

barriers.

Vision
AshaKiran aspires to be “A Ray of Hope” by bridging the gap between service

providers  and culturally diverse communities. 

“As the new year approaches, and the current year reaches its end, a
feeling of relief is sensed. The year 2023 brought its challenges, yet
yielded its accomplishments. 
 It presented its obstacles, yet produced enhanced endurance.
 It brought its setbacks, yet prompted opportunities for positive change
and development.

As Executive Director, it is my hope that the year ahead brings continued
progress, growth and advancements for sustainability.

It is an honor to serve alongside the AshaKiran Board, Leadership, Staff,
Foundation and Volunteers in keeping AshaKiran
 ”A Ray of Hope” alive.”

~ Veleda M. Davis, AshaKiran Executive Director 
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AshaKiran continues to operate in its mission to educate, empathize, and empower
the foreign-born and persons from diverse communities by providing free,
nonsectarian, culturally and linguistically sensitive services specific to the needs of
survivors of domestic violence/intimate partner violence, sexual assault, human
trafficking, trauma across the State of Alabama. 
 
The AshaKiran vision is to be, “A Ray of Hope” towards building a healthy and
harmonious community by recognizing the intersectionality of victims of trauma and
addressing those specific needs through direct services, community education, and
outreach initiatives. 
 
Reaching and engaging culturally diverse populations in Alabama is the key tenet of
AshaKiran’s work. The Outreach Team strives to promote awareness through  
professional development capacity building initiatives, community and victim
service provider outreach, and prevention campaigns to further this core objective.
 
AshaKiran’s trauma-informed team of direct service staff  assist residential and
nonresidential clients throughout the state with individualized client-centered case
management which includes safety plans, resources, therapeutic support, language
services, temporary and permanent shelter/housing.  
 
Direct care services include:  a 24—hour crisis line (AshaLine) with immediate
language access—available to all partner organizations, emergency shelter,
advocacy, individual and group counseling, and comprehensive case management
centered on individualized culturally-sensitive care plans for each active residential
and non-residential client. 
 

ASHAKIRAN SERVICES



ASHAKIRAN SERVICES

Shelter/Safe Home: 
Booklets, signage, and other safe home items in various languages 
Culturally appropriate resources
Community and social support service resources
Seasonal culturally diverse celebrations 
Culturally diverse children's resources and support
Accessibility to cultural markets, places of worship, and support groups
ACADV Certified Domestice Violence Center



“It is both an honor and a calling to stand with and serve those affected by
the profound challenges of domestic violence, sexual assault, and human
trafficking. In our mission, we find not only a duty but a passion to
illuminate the path towards healing. Together, let us dismantle the walls
of silence and solitude. No one should endure these struggles alone; there
is help, there is hope, and our commitment lies in educating the
community that the embrace of support is always within reach.”

~ Kamilah Torres, Development Director
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https://www.waff.com/2023/01/03/state-grant-
helps-fund-huntsville-non-profits/

Media Hits

“Asha Kiran received almost half a
million dollars from the grant.

Development Director Kamilah Torres
said she’s grateful for the funding
because her organization provides

essential services to foreign-born people
in Alabama going through crises like

human trafficking and domestic
violence.”

AshaKiran is proud of be the recipient of
the Victims of Crime Act  (VOCA) Grant. 

"One of the biggest concerns is, do these
people know me? If they do, are they going

to keep it confidential? So the fact that
there's no way to be tracked is actually a
good thing for those that may need the

support," said Torres.

https://www.rocketcitynow.com/article/news/local/no
rth-alabama-agencies-reflect-on-year-anniversary-

of-the-988-suicide-and-crisis-lifeline-bearded-
warriors-ashakiran/525-b4aec4a6-1bf1-4faa-8342-

4d677f38ef25

Rocket City Now Suicide Prevention 
Line Media Hit

https://www.waff.com/2023/01/03/state-grant-helps-fund-huntsville-non-profits/
https://www.waff.com/2023/01/03/state-grant-helps-fund-huntsville-non-profits/
https://www.rocketcitynow.com/article/news/local/north-alabama-agencies-reflect-on-year-anniversary-of-the-988-suicide-and-crisis-lifeline-bearded-warriors-ashakiran/525-b4aec4a6-1bf1-4faa-8342-4d677f38ef25
https://www.rocketcitynow.com/article/news/local/north-alabama-agencies-reflect-on-year-anniversary-of-the-988-suicide-and-crisis-lifeline-bearded-warriors-ashakiran/525-b4aec4a6-1bf1-4faa-8342-4d677f38ef25
https://www.rocketcitynow.com/article/news/local/north-alabama-agencies-reflect-on-year-anniversary-of-the-988-suicide-and-crisis-lifeline-bearded-warriors-ashakiran/525-b4aec4a6-1bf1-4faa-8342-4d677f38ef25
https://www.rocketcitynow.com/article/news/local/north-alabama-agencies-reflect-on-year-anniversary-of-the-988-suicide-and-crisis-lifeline-bearded-warriors-ashakiran/525-b4aec4a6-1bf1-4faa-8342-4d677f38ef25
https://www.rocketcitynow.com/article/news/local/north-alabama-agencies-reflect-on-year-anniversary-of-the-988-suicide-and-crisis-lifeline-bearded-warriors-ashakiran/525-b4aec4a6-1bf1-4faa-8342-4d677f38ef25
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https://www.waff.com/video/2023/01/
11/january-11-is-human-trafficking-

awareness-day/

WJAB June 2023

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuP-cLV7UQo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hy9LiOq2b8

https://www.waaytv.com/video/human-chain-
for-domestic-violence/video_2a614701-b1d9-

56b2-a982-171499121950.html

92.1 FM WEUP

https://www.waff.com/video/2023/01/11/january-11-is-human-trafficking-awareness-day/
https://www.waff.com/video/2023/01/11/january-11-is-human-trafficking-awareness-day/
https://www.waff.com/video/2023/01/11/january-11-is-human-trafficking-awareness-day/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuP-cLV7UQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hy9LiOq2b8
https://www.waaytv.com/video/human-chain-for-domestic-violence/video_2a614701-b1d9-56b2-a982-171499121950.html
https://www.waaytv.com/video/human-chain-for-domestic-violence/video_2a614701-b1d9-56b2-a982-171499121950.html
https://www.waaytv.com/video/human-chain-for-domestic-violence/video_2a614701-b1d9-56b2-a982-171499121950.html
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Donations Received

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Huntsville community which continues
to shower our organization with generous support. Monetary contributions and

charitable donations have been invaluable.  Community support fuels our
mission.  We are profoundly thankful for the collective efforts yielding such

positive impact.  Together, we are building a stronger, more caring community.
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In 2023, our Outreach Team conducted numerous awareness
presentations to enhance the capabilities of agencies statewide. These
initiatives focused on navigating the unique needs of foreign-born,
culturally diverse, and underserved populations. Through virtual and in-
person training sessions, we expanded our reach with full-day training
events across the state and increased accessibility through virtual
platforms. 

Our team actively engaged in community events to amplify awareness of
our organization, its services, and programs. 
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Alabama Counties Reached 2023 



ASHAKIRAN 2023

National Recognition
We are thrilled to be included in national directories dedicated to supporting

victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking. This
recognition amplifies our commitment to providing a safe haven for those in

need. Being part of these directories strengthens our reach and reinforces our
dedication to aiding survivors on a national scale. We are pleased to extend our
collaborations and partnerships with like-minded organizations that extend our
services to those seeking refuge and support in their journey towards healing.

https://www.api-gbv.org/resources/directory-api-services/

https://www.thehotline.org/get-help/domestic-
violence-local-resources/

https://www.api-gbv.org/resources/directory-api-services/
https://www.thehotline.org/get-help/domestic-violence-local-resources/
https://www.thehotline.org/get-help/domestic-violence-local-resources/


Better Business Bureau 
Standards of Excellence Accreditation
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Letters of Support
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THIS IMAGE IS  REPRESENTATION OF THE DOCUMENT.  
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THIS IMAGE IS  REPRESENTATION OF THE DOCUMENT.  



“Direct Services is our one-on-one contact with survivors, by shining a
ray of hope through collective efforts, together, we transform lives, from
humble beginnings to staggering growth, I have witnessed the journey
of this exceptional organization and team members. Empowering
survivors, spreading awareness, transforming lives. AshaKiran is truly
a beacon of hope and support.”

~Vanessa Bueno, Director of Operations 
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“A measure of financial success is when AshaKiran’s Direct Service and
Outreach teams have the resources to accomplish their goals. Funding
cuts or unexpected expenses happen, just the same as an always
welcomed donation. This year, providing the support to experience the
development of our programs has been a point of pride.”

~ Glenn C Sommer, Financial Officer



ASHAKIRAN
FOUNDATION 2023

“Our investments are sound and will continue to grow. Adding board
members and increasing the sponsorship of the ”Ray of Hope” event will
put us in a good growth position. The goal is to add a net amount of over
fifty thousand dollars a year to the foundation’s endowment.”
 
- Nick Lioce, Vice Chair
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The best thing to report about AshaKiran’s finances in 2023 is attaining new
funding to offset expected funding losses. Total agency income and expenses were
within 2 percent of 2022 totals. Hidden within these totals was AshaKiran
providing salary increases to current staff and hiring new staff at competitive
wages. This is a considerable achievement with the local high-tech, high-growth
labor market. 

The biggest favorable benefit to the overall financial picture was the stability at
the Leadership level. Unlike previous years, 2023 finance could work on
execution instead of building from scratch.

 Glenn C Sommer – Finance Director

Totals for 2023:
Government & Grants: 69%
COVID-19 related: 19%
Events & Other: 12%

Highlights:
New funding in 2023:

$222,000 Asian Pacific Institute on Gender-Based Violence for AshaKiran’s
targeted Outreach
$6,000 Bridgeworth Financial for promoting AshaKiran’s Outreach
initiatives
$2,500 Allstate Wellness Initiative for AshaKiran’s unrestricted use 
$2,000 Church of the Nativity, Episcopal for for the children of AshaKiran’s
Direct Service clients

Received additional funding from the following ongoing sources:

$66,000 Alabama Coalition Against Rape’s American Rescue Plan
$10,000 Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
$1,000 Alabama Coalition Against Rape’s Sexual Assault Service Program       
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